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Maureen Walsh

16™ LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT

Dear Friends and Neighbors,

@ The 2012 legislative sessions have concluded — after a special session in December,
- a 60-day regular session, and 31 days in special sessions. It is good to be back home.
CONTACT ME Though it was a grueling time in Olympia, | believe the final product is something
OLYMPIA OFFICE: citizens can embrace. Not only did Republicans insist on and successfully pass

P.O. Box 40600 . . . 4 s
Olympia, WA 98504-0600 four dlftfecrient government reforms, the final budget was a bipartisan compromise |
supported.

WALLA WALLA

DISTRICT OFFICE: Enclosed you will find a brief review of the sessions. | hope you find it informative.
26 East Main Suite 205

Walla Walla, WA 99362 I encourage you to sign up for my e-mgll updates scy> you can read about what I'm
(509) 526-6284 working on throughout the year and during next year’s session.

PASCO DISTRICT OFFICE: As always, please feel free to contact me with any questions, concerns or
gﬁ:tz gt'BA“drews Loop suggestions. | am always happy to help constituents navigate state government. It is
Pasco. WA 99301 an honor to serve you.

(509) 543-3325 Sincerely,

E-MAIL:
Maureen.Walsh@leg.wa.gov

WEB SITE:
www.houserepublicans.
wa.gov/Walsh

(Sign up for my periodic
e-mail updates here!) Maureen Walsh
COMMITTEES:

e Early Learning and Human
Services (ranking Republican)

¢ Health and Human Services 16™ DISTRICT PRO]ECTS FUNDED IN THE CAPITAL BUDGET:

Appropriations and Oversight o ¢45 6 million - Walla Walla Veterans’ Nursing Facility
e Community and Economic

Development and Housing ¢ $10.35 million - Southeast Area Technical Skills Center in Walla Walla

® $3.67 million - Walla Walla Community College facilities and equipment
for alternative energy projects

® $3.2 million - Pasco Rail Projects

e $2.75 million - Infrastructure for Port of Walla Walla Warehouse Project
* $750,000 - Blue Mountain Station Site

* $290,000 - Walla Walla 13th Avenue Stormwater Project

* $120,000 - Sewer Line Project near Waitsburg

TOLL-FREE LEGISLATIVE HOTLINE: TTY (HEARING IMPAIRED):
1-800-562-6000 1-800-635-9993
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OPERATING BUDGET

My goal with the difficult budget situation from
the beginning was to protect the most vulnerable in
our communities. In February, | was proud to support
a House Republican budget (the first proposed during
the regular session) which did just that. In addition,
our proposal would have funded education first and
protected public safety priorities.

Because the Democratic leadership in the Legislature
did not have enough support for their own budget
proposals, Senate Republicans took the lead and
passed a bipartisan budget proposal. Republicans were
at the table and became a real part of the solution. As
a result, several important reforms were passed and
the final budget is responsible, balanced and the best
compromise for the people of this state.

| was proud to vote “yes” for this bipartisan budget because:

1. It doesn't rely on delayed payments — neither
the concept of putting off school payments nor the
idea to put off pension payments was included.

2. It is more sustainable in the long term — four
different reforms will help ensure the budget heads
down a more sustainable path.

3. It ensures Republican budget principles — with
no cuts to education, it protects the most vulnerable
and public safety.

In addition, | supported these important reforms in state
government:

* Senate Bll,l 6378 will reduce pgnsmn benefits fo’r Meeting with students from Bethlehem Lutheran School at the state
new public employees who retire early. The state's reception room in the Capitol.

pension system is among the biggest cost-drivers in
state government; this reform is expected to save public employers and taxpayers approximately $1.3 billion over the next
25 years.

e Senate Bill 5940 will improve transparency and options for public school teachers and classified staff in their
health insurance. Currently, these public servants are forced to purchase their health insurance from a single carrier, their
school districts. This leads to unfair premiums for families and lack of choice.

e Senate Bill 6636 will require budgets to balance over four years. It requires the current two-year budget cycle as well
as the next budget cycle to balance before the current budget is adopted. Washington is the first state in the nation with
this kind of law! This will force the Legislature to set each budget on a sustainable path.
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BILLS 1 SPONSORED

CORRECTIONS UNIFORMS TO BE MADE BY PRIVATE SECTOR
1 %”“m- ! Last year, | had a couple of corrections

b B officers from the Walla Walla Penitentiary

\ | share concerns about their uniforms and

how they were being made. Currently,
officers” uniforms are made by the inmates
8 they guard. The result is uniforms with poor
workmanship — buttons popping off, hems
coming apart, and not enough length and

space for officers to move. | believe this is a
serious conflict of interest.

| sponsored House Bill 2346 to remove the state requirement for
correctional officers” uniforms to be made by inmates. State law requires
all agencies and the Legislature to purchase all goods and services from
inmate work programs operated by the Department of Corrections.

Our officers put their lives on the line every day, and they deserve
better than poorly sewn uniforms that are often times too small and
quickly lose their color. I'm pleased the Legislature passed the bill with
such strong support and | thank the governor for signing this bill into law.

MAKING IMPORTANT UPDATES
TO CHILD WELFARE

House Bill 2263  will
reinvest savings achieved
from decreases in foster
care caseloads and costs |
to a new Child and Family
Reinvestment Account for
improving the foster care
system. | think it's important
to reward the system when it
is successful, and continue to find new ways to make
things work better for children and families.

House Bill 2264 will implement performance-based
contracting in child welfare services at demonstration
sites. It received strong bipartisan support in the
House and Senate. This will create more efficiencies in
the system and promote accountability to taxpayers.

I'm pleased both of these bills were signed into law.

AGRICULTURE: BILLS OF INTEREST

others in the industry.

Bill 1381.

Agriculture is one of Washington's largest employers and the backbone of our
| economy. In the 16th District, cattle, wheat, apples, barley, and wine grapes are
i grown in abundance. This industry is one of the main reasons | believe our state
will rebound faster from the recession than other states in the country.

This year, there were several wins for ranchers, growers, food suppliers and

1. In the last hours of the special session, the Legislature adopted Senate Bill 6635
which included an extension of the B&O tax exemption for food manufac-
turing until June 30, 2015. This legislation will result in major savings for the
growing wine industry in our region!

2. We made a small but important change to water relinquishment laws. Water rights holders who are waiting in line for a
change or transfer request will not be subject to losing their entire water right for “nonuse” thanks to the passage of House

3. Senate Bill 6044 which addresses pumped storage of water passed the Legislature. Now any public utility districts
bordered by the Columbia River can supply water through pumped storage.

4. Legislation aimed at addressing pesticide drift (House Bill 2413) was proposed that would have severely crippled
farmers’ ability to spray pesticides. | am pleased this bill did not have the support to pass the Legislature.
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REDISTRICTING

This year our district boundaries were changed as a result of the census. To find out which district you will live in beginning
January 2013, visit www.redistricting.wa.gov.
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