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Educational evaluation system

Under the federal No Child Left Behind regulations, states are required to include a
significant portion of student performance data as part of the teacher principal evaluation
(TPEP) system. Until now, our state has had a waiver from this requirement as a way to
give us more time to pilot the evaluation system and find the right balance student of
performance data to factor into the TPEP.

Unfortunately, the state Senate rejected Senate Bill 5246 to make this adjustment. The
disagreement on the bill boils down to how much student test scores/performance is
factored into teacher and principal evaluations. This lack of action has lead to the loss of
our waiver and at least $38 million in federal Title 1 dollars that support our most at-risk

students. This not only hurts students, but could mean a loss of teacher jobs.

Reinstating the high bar to increase taxes

The Senate voted on a bill that would have reinstated the two-thirds vote of the
Legislature to increase taxes this year. | strongly supported this measure. | was
disappointed to see it failed to receive enough votes to pass because | believe that having
a high bar to raise taxes is critical if we are going to force Olympia to live within its
means. Additionally, 5th District voters supported the last ballot measure, Initiative 1185,
by 68 percent to require this two-thirds vote of the Legislature or a vote of the people to
increase taxes.

If there is a true need to increase taxes on hardworking citizens for a critical or emergency
service, under this law it would require strong bipartisan collaboration. The requirement
to sit down, find middle ground and enact fiscally-responsible budgets is what | think

residents want, particularly when it comes to asking them for more of their paychecks.
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Session accomplishments

Here are some of the bills | worked
on this session:

24-credit high school diploma.
A great new law that will raise the
quality of high school education.

It boosts science, technology,
engineering and math (STEM)
instruction and gives local districts
flexibility.

Predict future salary from
college degrees. | drafted

this measure to so students and
parents could research online

the earnings potential of post-
secondary degrees, certificates and
apprenticeships.

Higher education for veterans.

Ends the one-year waiting period
for veterans or active-duty military
to be eligible for in-state tuition.
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Dear Friends and Neighbors,

The state Legislature adjourned on time
March 13 after a short 60-day session. In

this newsletter we'll give you an overview of
what happened and what issues we think are
most relevant to the 5th District.

Session was a mixed bag. On the plus side,
we stayed within the bounds of the balanced
budget we passed last year and didn’t raise
taxes. On the minus side, we couldn't reach
consensus on funding for new classroom con-
struction and better care for the mentally ill.

We also saw success with some of the bills
we were able to pass—you can read more
about them inside.

Although we're out of session now, we are
available to assist you year-round. If you're
having problems with a state agency, or you
have questions, comments or ideas, please
don't hesitate to contact us.

Thank you for your time, and it is an
honor to serve you in the state House of
Representatives.

Sincerely,
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Rep. Jay Rodne Rep. Chad Magendanz
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The Budget

Spending your tax dollars responsibly

Since this was a short session, we made only minor changes to the

larger state operating budget we passed last year.

Thanks to the slowly recovering economy, the state took in additional
revenues. This was the first time since the recession started in 2008
we've started the year with a surplus instead of a shortfall.

We prioritized funding where it's needed most, including K-12 and
higher education, programs for the most vulnerable—mental health,
long-term care and people with developmental disabilities—and

public safety.

Where did your money go?
The 2014 supplemental budget

K-12

Education
36%

Higher
Education

Finally, despite some pressure to spend significantly more tax dollars 27%
this year, we kept the budget balanced and set some money aside in

case of future emergencies.

Transportation & gas tax

'Fix it before you fund it’

You've probably heard about the problems facing the state
Department of Transportation (WSDOT): $400 million in cost
overruns on the 520 Bridge project, and “Bertha,” the tunnel-
digging machine on the Viaduct-replacement project, stalled
since December.

In a recent online survey, 75.7 percent of you said reforms
should happen before or along with any gas tax increase.
Also, the most you were willing pay was one to two cents
more per gallon.

It would be irresponsible to consider a major gas tax hike
now, as the governor is urging. We need transportation
improvements, but shouldn’t put more taxpayer dollars into
such a broken system.

Next year we will again push hard for WSDOT reforms. The
agency must prove it has cleaned up its act and is better
equipped to spend your tax dollars wisely. Our motto contin-
ues to be “Fix it before you fund it.”

Percentages based on net policy adjustments.

K-12 Education
Getting to full funding

Last year we made huge strides in K-12 funding, with a
$1.6 billion increase (11.4 percent more than the previous
budget).

This year's supplemental budget includes $64 million for
K-12. But we still have a long way to go to comply with the
state Supreme Court's McCleary decision, which ordered
the Legislature to fulfill its constitutional and statutory duty
to amply provide for our schools by 2018.

Republicans and Democrats crafted a major classroom
construction bill that would have used up to $700 million
in lottery-backed bonds to reduce K-3 class sizes. It passed
the House overwhelmingly, but didn't make it through the
Senate. This will be a top priority for next year.
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Transportation reforms

As outlined above, the discussion of new and higher
transportation taxes and fees was front and center
during the 2014 legislative session. | actively worked
on and promoted reforms within the Washington State
Department of Transportation (WSDOT) before the
Legislature asks taxpayers for more to fund a system
in need of major cost-saving changes. The reforms |
continue to support would:

e require WSDOT to report construction and design
errors to the Legislature and the agency’s plan to
avoid making the same mistakes twice;

e revise prevailing wage requirements;

e stop charging sales tax on public transportation
projects;

e allow for public-private partnerships to deliver trans-
portation projects quicker and more cost-effectively;

e restore balance to transportation funding by vastly
increasing our investment in general purpose lane
construction to address congestion points;

e address the disproportionate subsidies for mass
transit and bicycle lanes;

e stem the tide of environmental lawsuits; and

o reform Washington State Ferries to address staffing
issues, ferry design flaws and building costs.

All of these issues cannot be tackled at once, but
making congestion relief through more lane capacity
our top priority is a reachable goal that would be

a good start to restoring the public’s trust in our
transportation system.
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Education news

e | was recently named the new ranking Republican
on the House Education Committee. This will give
me the opportunity to be more involved in crafting
education policy, and ensure we put kids first as
we restore funding for basic education.

e | also sit on the governor’s education funding
workgroup, the Quality Education Council and the
Article IX Litigation Joint Select Committee (deal-
ing with McCleary).

e More funding for K-12 is important, but so is edu-
cation reform. During the interim, I'd like to explore
ideas for reforming teacher compensation and
school levy distribution. These are ideas that cross
party lines, and it would be good to see both sides
come together with the goal of better schools.

What do you think?

In the next session we'll have to make some tough
decisions about where to focus education funding.
I'd like to get your input—what areas do you think
should get priority?

e Classroom materials/more program offerings
Additional student contact time

Teacher pay raises and cost of living adjustments

Reducing class sizes

E-mail me at Chad.Magendanz@leg.wa.gov and tell
me what you think.
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