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Representative

Dear Friends and Neighbors:

The Legislature finally finished its business after a 60-day regular 
session and a special session that adjourned March 29.

There are a number of great accomplishments to write home about 
from the 2015 and 2016 sessions: namely that we have a state operating 
budget that makes historic investments in K-12 education; we saved public 
charter schools, lowered tuition at our public colleges and universities, 
strengthened mental health services – and we did all of this without major 
tax increases!

I am also pleased the Legislature passed and sent to the governor two 
bills I authored. One allows licensing subagents to keep a portion of fees 
collected for issuing a quick title on a vehicle or boat. Another will help 
keep costs of day care low by eliminating an unnecessary state agency 
regulation. You can read more about these and other accomplishments 
within this newsletter.

There is still plenty more work ahead. I will continue to push for 
legislation prioritizing sport fishing opportunities, as I did with House 
Bill 1660, which earned me the 2015 Legislator of the Year award from 
the Coastal Conservation Association. Although the bill didn’t move 
from committee, it is one of my highest priorities to expand recreational 
fishing in Washington, which would infuse millions of dollars into our 
state’s economy.

I am continuing to seek new, affordable cross-river solutions between 
Clark County and Portland that would provide traffic relief and help 
move our freight. Reducing teenage driver accidents and fatalities on our 
highways also remains a priority.

It is an honor to serve you and the citizens of the 18th Legislative 
District. Please contact my office any time you have questions, comments 
or suggestions about the Legislature and state government.

Sincerely,

Liz Pike 
State Representative 
18th Legislative District 
“Protecting life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.”
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Education remains paramount in the budget
The $38.2 billion 2015-17 state operating budget adopted 

last June increased funding to K-12 education by nearly $3 
billion – a 19 percent increase. As much as 48 percent of the 
state budget is now directed for K-12 education – the largest 
amount in state history.

Teacher cost-of-living adjustments were reinstated, as well 
as a one-time salary increase for teachers. We also made 
major investments in early learning and reduced K-3 class 
sizes. Plus, we lowered tuition at Washington’s colleges and 
universities. We did all of this within existing revenues and 
without millions of dollars in proposed tax increases.

While I supported the two-year operating budget last year, I 
could not vote in favor of the supplemental operating budget 
this year. Once again, budget writers swept away money from 
the state’s Public Works Assistance Account. This is money 
used for low-interest loans by our cities, counties and local 
governments to pay for water, sewer and road infrastructure 
projects. I am also very concerned about the low-funding 
level of the integrated health system for Clark County as we 
move away from the Regional Support Network.

I am pleased we once again successfully fought off tax 
increases, such as a proposal which would have eliminated 
the sales tax exemption for out-of-state shoppers. That alone 
could have been devastating for many of our Clark County 
retailers.

Transportation: Improving our 
short-line railroads 

The 2016 supplemental transportation 
budget provides an additional $416 million 
for projects and operating programs 
throughout the state. Lawmakers approved an 
amendment I offered that provides $300,000 
to pay for initial environmental permitting 
and design costs for reconstruction of the 
bridge trestle on the Chelatchie Prairie 
Railroad at milepost 12.45. 

While I supported the supplemental 
transportation budget this year, I voted against 
the 16-year, $16 billion transportation revenue 
package last year that raises the state gas tax 
by 11.9 cents per gallon and increases truck 
fees by 15 percent. It was the largest gas-tax 
increase in our state’s history. Besides placing 
Washington with one of the highest gas taxes 
in the nation, I am concerned we are bonding 
new projects as far out as 40 years, yet we are 
still paying for another 20 years of bonding on 
gas-tax increases of 2003 and 2005. I support a 
more sustainable “pay as you go” plan to fund 
transportation projects.

I will not give up seeking affordable cross-river solutions
When The Columbian printed an editorial on the bridge issue, 

I received numerous emails from my constituents telling me to 
stay the course and defend affordable, common-sense solutions 
Clark County residents can support. 

I have worked the past two years to bring Washington and 
Oregon legislators together to create a bipartisan, bi-state bridge 
legislative workgroup that would seek out affordable cross-river 
solutions. I co-sponsored a bipartisan measure, House Bill 2414, 
to create this group. Although it passed unanimously from the 
House Transportation Committee, it quickly died in the House 
Rules Committee. I was told there are too many state legislators 
not yet ready to move beyond the Columbia River Crossing for 

an affordable solution our citizens can support. 

Some will simply not support any solution unless it contains light rail. They choose to ignore the majority 
of our local citizens. In 2013, 68 percent of Clark County voters said they oppose light rail. See the election 
results map online at http://gis.clark.wa.gov/Election/2013.

While disappointed, I am not giving up, nor will I step aside. The stakes are too high to ignore the 
problems of traffic congestion and freight mobility. We must press forward to build new, additional bridges 
that are affordable. I truly believe we can get there. 

LIZ PIKE
Representative
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Pike bills become law 
I was very pleased the following bills I authored passed the 

House and Senate, and were signed by the governor:

•  Quick title fees - House Bill 1157 allows licensing subagents 
to keep a portion of fees collected when a quick title 
is issued. A quick title is a certificate of ownership for 
a vehicle or boat a citizen can obtain immediately, as 
opposed to a standard title, which can take several weeks 
to arrive from the Department of Licensing in the mail. 
The fees do not increase. Read more details at this website: 
http://tinyurl.com/Pike-QuickTitle.

•  Day care facilities - House Bill 2511 removes a Department 
of Early Learning regulation on day care centers that 
forces them to separate five- and six-year-olds who attend school from those of the same age not yet enrolled in 
school. There’s no demonstrated benefit of separating these youngsters from the rest of the children. The only 
result was that it raised the cost of day care, making it harder for young, working families to afford child care 
expenses. Read more details at this website: http://tinyurl.com/Pike-Daycare.

Unfinished 
business – Teen 
driver safety
In 2013, there were 64 
serious injuries and 24 
fatalities in Clark County 
involving drivers be-

tween the ages of 16 and 25. Last summer, I worked with 
the Washington Traffic Safety Commission on several 
bills to help reduce teen driver accidents. Unfortunately, 
I was not able to move them forward in this short ses-
sion. I will continue working on this issue to protect our 
young people, as well as other drivers on our highways. 
Get details at: http://tinyurl.com/Pike-TeenDriver.

Capital budget includes 
local project funding
 The 2015-17 capital budget spends 
$3.7 billion on construction and repair of 
public buildings and for other long-term 
investments, such as land acquisitions and 
transfers. I worked to include $500,000 in 

the supplemental capital budget for 
improvements to the Chelatchie 

Prairie Railroad Museum and 
a new maintenance facility in 
Yacolt to boost our rural econo-

my and preserve historic 
steam engines. 

Other session news
•  Public charter schools - The Legislature passed Senate Bill 6194, saving public charter schools in Wash-

ington after a state Supreme Court decision last fall put their continuation in danger. Funding for these 
schools will be through the Opportunity Pathways account -- a constitutionally unrestricted funding source 
of lottery revenue.

•  School funding - As a next step toward completion of the McCleary requirements, the Legislature passed 
Senate Bill 6195 which requires legislative action by the end of the 2017 session to eliminate dependency 
on local school levies for basic education. The measure establishes an education funding task force to make 
recommendations for next year after interim research has been completed on local spending and local 
labor markets. I voted against the measure because it ties future legislatures to spending requirements and 
delays key decisions until next year.

Rep. Liz Pike speaks to a group of citizens  
inside the state Capitol rotunda.
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Local teens serve as legislative pages
I was honored this year to sponsor two Ridgefield High School 

students as legislative pages. Justin Lindsay, 15, is the son of Justin 
and Jennifer Lindsay of Ridgefield. He is active in cross-country 
running and speech debate. Jake Milanowski, 14, is the son of 
Jim and Erica Milanowski, also of Ridgefield. Jake is also on the 
Ridgefield speech and debate team.

My thanks to these young, bright stars for their service this year 
in the Legislature! For more information about the Page Program, 
go to: http://leg.wa.gov/House/Pages/HousePageProgram.aspx

Olympia office open year round with new assistant
I am happy to introduce Shelby Pelon as my 

new legislative assistant. As a cost-saving measure, 
I have decided to keep my legislative office at the 
state Capitol throughout the year. When you call 
my office, Shelby will be the friendly voice on the 
other end of the phone.

I work for you throughout the year, not just 
when the Legislature is in session. Your emails, 
letters and phone calls are extremely important to 
me and help me do a better job of representing 
you and the 18th District. I also enjoy face-to-face 
meetings with constituents throughout the year. 

Plus, I am also happy to be a speaker with any 
groups, agencies or organizations interested in 
legislative issues. I encourage you to contact me 
any time. Here is my contact information:

122B Legislative Building 
P.O. Box 40600 
Olympia, WA 98504-0600 
Phone: (360) 786-7812 
Email: Liz.Pike@leg.wa.gov

I also encourage you to visit my website for 
more information and sign up for my email news 
update: RepresentativeLizPike.com.

18th District Legislative ReviewLIZ PIKE
Representative

Jake Milanowski Justin Lindsay

http://leg.wa.gov/House/Pages/HousePageProgram.aspx
http://RepresentativeLizPike.com

