
 

A letter from Rep. Joel Kretz, Deputy Leader, Washington House Republicans 

 

New tax-increase list emerges 
Dear Friend: 

House Republicans enlisted your help to fight 
back against the House Democrats’ $879 million 
tax-increase package. The good news is it appears 
they have abandoned their $534 million plan to 
permanently extend the B&O surtax on service 
businesses, which would have impacted more 
than 100,000 employers statewide. 

Together, we sent a clear and strong message: 
New and higher taxes would hurt our fragile 
economic recovery and send the wrong message to 
consumers and employers. 

This about-face is good news for the people of 
Washington and represents a shift in the tax-and 
spend-policies in the House Democrats’ operating 
budget. Their original tax-increase package 
was more than $1.3 billion. We have come a long 
way, but have more work to do. 

New tax-increase list emerges  

While Washingtonians were spared from the 
permanent extension of the B&O surtax on service 
businesses, House Democrats passed their new 
tax-increase plan yesterday. It represents $415 
million in new tax increases – through House Bills 
2034, 2036  and 2064. Here is a list of their targets:   
 
House Bill 2034 | $208.3 million   

• Eliminate sales/use tax exemption for 
bottled water.  

• Narrow the use tax exemption for 
extracted fuel.  

• Eliminate preferential rate for travel 
agents and tour operators.  

What you can do:  

• Forward this e-mail and share 
the new list with others who 
might be impacted or 
concerned 

• Share this list on Twitter using: 
http://tinyurl.com/knh6hnm #
waleg 

• Retweet our tweets at: 
www.twitter.com/wahousegop 

• Share the list on Facebook 

• Share our solutions for job 
growth  

 

 

http://houserepublicans.wa.gov/
http://seattletimes.com/html/localnews/2021127685_demsbudgetxml.html
http://houserepublicans.wa.gov/files/uploads/TheTaxList.pdf
http://housedemocrats.wa.gov/tmp/2013/04/RevenuePackageDescriptions-vs4-4-9-13-Press.pdf
https://admin.govdelivery.com/abe/templates/82000/link
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=2034&year=2013
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=2036&year=2013
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=2064&year=2013
http://houserepublicans.wa.gov/uncategorized/new-tax-plan/
https://admin.govdelivery.com/abe/bulletins/172633/link
http://houserepublicans.wa.gov/uncategorized/new-tax-plan/
http://tinyurl.com/knh6hnm
http://www.twitter.com/wahousegop
http://houserepublicans.wa.gov/files/uploads/HouseRepublicanEconomicSolutions2013.pdf
http://www.twitter.com/wahousegop/
http://www.facebook.com/wahouserepublicans/


• Repeal the rate for warehousers and 
resellers of prescription drugs.  

• Modify the tax credit for high tech 
research and development.  

• Repeal of the high tech research and 
development sales tax deferral program.   

House Bill 2036 | $47.3 million  

• Changes to the non-resident sales and use 
tax exemption for tangible personal 
property – from an at-the-point-of-sale tax 
exemption to requiring non-residents to 
submit paperwork to the state Department 
of Revenue to receive a refund of taxes 
paid over $25.  

House Bill 2064 | $159.3 million   

• Retroactive and future expansion of those 
subject to the state estate tax.    

House Republicans will continue to stand united 
on the principle that our state does not need new 
or higher taxes to balance the operating budget. 
We know that a sustainable and education-focused 
state spending plan can be crafted with naturally-
growing tax collections, which are projected to be 
up $2 billion over the last two-year budget cycle. 

Again, thank you for working hard to bring some 
common sense to the budget debate. We hope you 
will join us again in sharing information on how 
new tax increases would impact Washingtonians 
with stakeholders and your state lawmakers. See 
how you can help above. 

Sincerely, 

 

Rep. Joel Kretz 
7th District  
Deputy Republican Leader  
Washington House Republicans  
http://houserepublicans.wa.gov/  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=DStEB7YsYIk
http://houserepublicans.wa.gov/


P.S. – We provided this information because we 
thought you would be interested in this issue. If 
you would not like to receive e-mail updates in the 
future, please unsubscribe below. We respect your 
privacy.  

 

 

 

Sent to Email Address from the Washington House Republicans. 
 

 
    

We are mindful of your time and privacy. If for any reason you would like to not longer receive e-mails like 
this, unsubscribe here. 

 
This email was sent to Email Address using GovDelivery, on behalf of: Rep. Joel Kretz · P.O. Box 40600, Olympia, WA 98504-0600 
1-800-562-6000 
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