
GIVING BACK TO OUR VETERANS
As a member of the Legislature’s Joint Committee on Veterans’ and Military Affairs and a veteran of the U.S. Navy, I am very 

pleased we passed several bills that will help our active duty service members and soldiers, as well as veterans in Washington. 

 Gold Star license plates - Senate Bill 5161 extends the eligibility for Gold Star license plates to include spouses and chil-
dren of service members killed in action. I sponsored the House measure, House Bill 1132.

 Purple Heart Trail - Senate Joint Memorial 8001 designates Interstate 5 in Washington as the “Purple Heart Trail” in 
honor of those killed or wounded in action. I sponsored the House measure, House Joint Memorial 4000.

 Financial and legal protections - House Bill 2171, a measure I co-sponsored, provides various protections for military ser-
vice members ordered to federal active duty. Examples include: reduced interest rates on preexisting debts, foreclosure and 
eviction protections, and protections from default judgments. 

 Higher education for veterans - Senate Bill 5969 awards academic credit to individuals for certain military training 
courses or programs by 2016. Senate Bill 5318 waives the one-year residency requirement for in-state tuition for veterans of 
our military services.
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Dear Friends and Neighbors:
It has been a very busy and successful two years serv-

ing my first term in office as your 10th District state 
representative. 

I have tried to stick with a set of priorities while serving 
our district. These include funding education first and not 
passing unfunded mandates on to our local school dis-
tricts. I also want to keep taxes low and reduce unnecessary 
regulations so that small businesses have the ability to grow 
and flourish while creating good-paying jobs. Lastly, I have 
worked to support our police, fire and emergency services 
departments as well as the service men and women, and 
our veterans, who serve our country. 

I am pleased to provide this report on the many accom-
plishments of the past two years. I look forward to working 
together to make a difference for our state, our neighbors 
and our families.

Finally, please continue to keep the people of Oso, 
Arlington and Darrington in your prayers. Emergency 
search teams continue their work in the slide area and there 
are many different ways to offer your help and support in 
the community. This Snohomish County website provides 
various means for offering that help: 
http://snohomishcountywa.gov/2354/530-Slide.

Thank you for the honor of allowing me to serve you. 
Sincerely,

Rep. Dave Hayes
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SESSION SUCCESSES AT A GLANCE 
 We put more money into K-12 education to help our local schools;

 Public college tuition rates remain frozen for students; 

 We prevented tax increases and provided a supplemental budget that 
addresses priority needs and forces the state to live within its means; 

 A third 144-car ferry will be constructed, which will be very helpful to our 
local ferry runs, and many of the jobs to construct the new boat will be 
located within the 10th District; and

 We provided additional support for veterans and military service men and 
women.
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BUDGET –  
More for education

Last year, the Legislature adopted 
a two-year state operating bud-
get that put more than $1.6 bil-
lion extra into K-12 education. 
This was a good first step toward 
the state Supreme Court require-
ment (McCleary decision) that the 
Legislature meet our constitutional 
obligation of amply providing for 
the education of all Washington 
children. There is still more work to 
be done in this area.

This year, with bipartisan sup-
port, we adopted a supplemental 
operating budget that makes $155 
million in new investments, about 
two-thirds of which are directed to 
education. Here’s the breakdown of 
how those additional dollars will be 
spent:
 K-12 education - $64 million; 
 Higher education - $35 million; 
 Long-term care, mental health, 

developmental disabilities - $26 
million; and 

 All other non-education fund-
ing and other state programs - 
$30 million.

NO NEW TAXES!
Democrats in the Legislature pro-

posed to increase taxes on bottled 
water, recycled fuel, prescription 
drugs, e-cigarettes, and eliminate 
the sales tax exemption for out-
of-state shoppers that would have 
unnecessarily harmed our border 
communities. I’m pleased to report 
that the final supplemental operat-
ing budget has NO tax increases as 
they were removed as part of the 
compromise agreement.

EDUCATION –  
Fulfilling our paramount duty

As a member of the House Education Committee, I believe in flex-
ibility for our students and local school districts while ensuring account-
ability for K-12 education. This means allowing local school districts the 
flexibility to make education decisions appropriate for their students and 
communities, but also making sure we maintain high standards, seek 
innovative solutions and provide ample resources and responsible policy. 
Here are two important education-related bills from the 2014 session:
 24-credit graduation requirement - Senate Bill 6552 makes a $97 

million appropriation for increased instructional hours permanent to 
support the implementation of a new 24-credit graduation require-
ment. This will be distributed to districts through an increase in 
materials, supplies and operation costs funding and a reduced class-
size allocation for laboratory science in grades 9-12. The bill passed 
the Legislature with my support and has now been signed into law. 

 Losing our ‘No Child Left Behind’ waiver - House Bill 2800 would 
have made a minor adjustment to the state’s teacher and principal 
evaluation system. Its failure will likely result in lost flexibility in 
how our school districts allocate $38 million in federal funding that 
is meant to help some of our most disadvantaged students. This bill 
died in the House Appropriations Committee. 

PUBLIC SAFETY –  
Supporting law enforcement, ensuring safe 
neighborhoods

As a career law enforcement officer and assistant ranking mem-
ber of the House Public Safety Committee, keeping our streets and 
neighborhoods safe for our families is very important to me and the 
citizens I serve. Three of my public safety bills were signed into law. 
These bills include:
 House Bill 2057 allows law enforcement officers to make arrests 

in misdemeanor and gross misdemeanor cases, even if they 
weren’t the officer who saw the alleged crime. The new change in 
state statute will help our law enforcement officers do their jobs 
more effectively.

 Senate Bill 6279 allows any district or municipal court judge in 
the county where an offense is alleged to have occurred to issue 
a search warrant that is valid anywhere in the state. Prior to this 
legislation, search warrants issued by these judges were restricted 
for use only within the judge’s local jurisdiction. I introduced the 
companion bill, House Bill 2235. 

 Senate Bill 6517 exempts the driver’s license or identicard 
numbers of a public agency employee or volunteer from public 
inspection and copying. This will protect public employees and 
volunteers from becoming victims of identity theft. I sponsored 
identical legislation in the House through House Bill 2376.

TRANSPORTATION –  
Funding provided for new 
ferry, reforms still needed

There are many reforms needed for our 
state's transportation system before we 
ask people to pay higher gasoline taxes. 
We need to streamline permitting so that 
vital projects can be built without delay, 
just like the rapid process of rebuilding 
the Skagit River I-5 bridge. Gasoline 
taxes should be used exclusively for roads, 
ferries, freight mobility and congestion 
relief. Ferries should operate on time 
and the state needs to do a better job of 
planning and engineering. We must move 
past the problems that have caused a tun-
neling machine to be stuck for months 
in Seattle and cost overruns to replace 
new, leaky pontoons on the new SR 520 
bridge. 

We are still working to keep Washing-
ton moving. The Legislature approved 
House Bill 1129 that will fund another 
144-car ferry from an extension of vehicle 
registration fees of $5 and title fees of 
$12 at county auditor offices and the 
Department of Licensing. These increases 
bring licensing costs to be equal to those 
charged by licensing subagents. An addi-
tional ferry will be helpful for our local 
runs while making our fleet more efficient 
in fuel costs and much more environmen-
tally friendly. Additionally, construction 
of this boat will retain jobs vital to our 
economy in the 10th District.

Reps. Dave Hayes and Norma Smith met with 4th grade students from Utsalady 
Elementary School on Camano Island when they visited the state Capitol.

Rep. Dave Hayes watched as Gov. Jay Inslee signed House 
Bill 2057 into law. Hayes authored the bill that allows law 
enforcement officers to make arrests in misdemeanor and gross 
misdemeanor cases, even if they weren’t the officer who witnessed 
the alleged crime.


