On December 30, 2009 representatives from the Department of Corrections (DOC), the Fraternal Order
of Police (FOP), the Washington Council of Police and Sheriffs (WACOPS), the Superior Court Judges
Association (SCJA), the Washington Association of Prosecuting Attorneys (WAPA), and the Washington
Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs (WASPC) met to discuss each associations review of the murders
of the four Lakewood Police Officers in late November. The representatives discussed what lessons they
believed could be learned from the tragedy and then the group developed a set of recommendations
that could be presented to the Governor. These recommendations which follow are the consensus of
the groups represented. *

Regardless of the recommendations for system improvements, the ultimate responsibility for these
murders is on Maurice Clemmons. We need to be very thoughtful about changes to the criminal justice
system because of this one act of criminality. Those involved in policy formulation must acknowledge
and act upon the theory that those who violate the law must be held accountable. Although
rehabilitation is important, our system only works when there is a clear understanding that punishment
or “just desserts” is an important concept.

The following recommendations are not prioritized.

e The State of Washington needs to continue to study the Interstate Compact and propose
changes. Authority needs to be given to the receiving state to sanction, hold and return those
individuals who violate the terms of their release regardless of whether or not there is new
criminal behavior. The receiving state should receive a mental health screening on prisoners
prior to their arrival.

e The Department of Corrections should explore the utilization of the State Victim Notification
System as a tool to make certain the Department is notified when an offender in Community
Custody is released from jail.

e The Department of Corrections should pursue the authority for enhanced administrative
penalties when an offender in Community Custody assaults a law enforcement officer or a
community corrections officer.

e A more comprehensive system of computer alerts should be developed so that a law
enforcement officer knows whether an individual they are contacting has a history of violent
criminal behavior.

e The state constitution should be amended to allow the denial of bail for those offenders facing a
“third strike” and thus life imprisonment.

e The benefits for survivors of law enforcement officers killed in the line of duty should be
enhanced. This should include pension benefits and educational benefits for the survivors.



e The Department of Corrections and local law enforcement should work together to enhance the
system that provides an administrative detainer to local law enforcement when they are in
contact with an offender who has violated the terms of his or her release.

e Pre-trial services including a validated risk assessment tool should be available to all judges who
must make pre-trial release decisions.

o A work group should be formed to study the bail bond system and make recommendations for
improvements.

e Avalidated tool for offender competency hearings should be developed and its use should be
mandated. The standard for civil commitment for those who have committed felony crimes but
are incompetent to stand trial should be changed so those individuals can receive treatment and
at the same time the public can be protected from their continued criminality.

e Create a safety review board to address release of civilly committed incompetent felony
offenders and persons found not guilty by reason of insanity.

e WASPC should seek federal funding to initiate research into the factors that are common to
officer involved shootings. This would include a review of armed confrontations with police for
the past five years.

e Legislation should be pursued that gives law enforcement officers and survivors enough privacy
to avoid harassment. Personal information of criminal justice employees should be exempt
from public disclosure when that information could be used to locate and harass or retaliate
against that employee.

e More discretion should be given to Police Chiefs and Sheriffs with regard to denying Concealed
Pistol Licenses to mentally ill offenders. Legislation should be considered to hold those who
knowingly provide firearms illegally more accountable.

*The SCJA did not take a position when the individual recommendation might be something they would
have to take judicial action on at a later date.



