July 27, 2011

Parks Commissioner Cindy Whaley
2416 South Napa
Spokane, WA 99203

Re: Kopachuck Park — Gig Harbor, Washington
Dear Commissioner Whaley,

As we are now aware of the fact that tree pathogens are aggressively attacking the fir trees in
Kopachuck Park, the potential injury to our visitors and to their property is greatly an issue at
hand.

The diseased trees must be removed for the protection of the visitors, the State’s liability and
the healthy trees that remain. Laminated root rot will continue to expand and kill those Douglas
Fir and Grand Fir trees that it encounters. For these reasons, | request that the Commission act
as quickly as possible. On a positive note, the funds from the harvested trees (after expenses)
could help pay for re-seeding and even provide for underground utilities in the camping areas
while the area is dug up. These two points would help to bring our beautiful forest back to a
healthy state while increasing camping revenue for the park’s ongoing maintenance and
operation.

| urge your immediate attention to this matter at your August 11" meeting. Removal of these
diseased trees will not get cheaper. Now is the time to act to save our beautiful park, to save
our State extreme liability and to increase revenue to keep this destination park open to our
citizens and all those who visit.

Sincerely,

Jan Angel
State Representative
Legislative District #26
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